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ABSTRACT

This paper examines the current state and challenges of psychology experiment courses at the Open
University of Japan. While the university primarily employs broadcast-based instruction, psychology
experiment courses have traditionally required face-to—face sessions. Before the COVID-19 pandemic,
three experiment courses were conducted in small, in—person classes across the country. However, in
response to pandemic restrictions, the university introduced fully online versions of these courses. Since
2022, one of these courses has been permanently available, offering content equivalent to that of in—per-
son classes.

These courses are essential for students aiming to develop core research skills in psychology and ful-
fill certification requirements. Students engage in experiments, analyze data, and write reports. An
online experiment platform now enables various tasks to be completed remotely, and since 2024, a
BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) system has allowed students to use their personal devices in class.
To maintain academic quality, standardized syllabi and evaluation criteria have been established. Addi-
tionally, interactive tools on the LMS (Moodle) and Zoom facilitate student collaboration and peer re-
view, fostering a high—quality learning experience even in a virtual environment. Recognizing that some
students may feel uncomfortable with online learning, the curriculum also offers the option to earn
credits through in—person classes, ensuring flexible access to the necessary skills and knowledge .

The psychology experiment courses at the Open University of Japan are designed to equip students
with the essential knowledge and skills to meet certification standards while accommodating diverse
learning needs.
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