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ABSTRACT

In Japan, since the implementation of special needs education in 2007, education for children with
disabilities has been shifted from special education to education based on inclusive principles. One of
them is that school entry consultation based on the viewpoint of respecting the wishes of the child and
his/her guardians has been implemented. As the number of school entry consultation cases increases,
school entry consultants are increasingly taking on the responsibility of interviewing guardians.
However, some of them may not have a sufficient understanding of how the education of children with
disabilities has undergone major reformation. In addition, there are cases in which the parent interview
that are conducted by school entry onsultants does not function well because they lack experience in
parent interview and the practice of clinical child and adolescent psychology, or because they perceive
school entry consultation as merely being involved in the procedural process of determining school
placement.

Therefore, in this paper, the author first outlined the transition from special education to education
based on inclusive principles, while assuming psychologists are involved in school entry consultation for
the first time. Next, the author reviewed which viewpoints we should consider the children and their
guardians to proceed with the school entry consultation from referencing the ecological perspective.
Finally, to provide reference for those who are involved in supporting the children after they have
started school, the author discussed the meaning and focus of directly listening to guardians’ stories in
the school entry consultation.
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