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ABSTRACT

The Open University of Japan, with its open admission policy and diverse student body, faces the
challenge of providing remedial education to address gaps in basic academic skills. In response to this,
discussions began after the COVID-19 pandemic to take a comprehensive look at remedial education,
proposing improvements and new initiatives. Currently, the Remedial Education Planning Working
Group, consisting of faculty and staff, is actively researching and discussing these approaches. This
paper focuses on the "Online Study Group (OSG) " initiative, implemented in Academic Year 2023. The
OSG utilizes an online platform to provide learning opportunities for students spread across different
locations. A key aspect of this initiative is the Teaching Fellow (TF) system, where university
graduates act as facilitators to promote active learning. Courses such as "Arts and Culture of the United
States ('19) " were selected for the trial, where students contributed materials and engaged in
discussions, demonstrating the effectiveness of this approach. The OSG was found to increase students’
motivation for self-directed learning and served as an effective platform for remedial education. Looking
forward, the paper also proposes strengthening digital infrastructure, including the use of metaverse
technology and self-study websites, to provide more diverse learning support and promote collaborative
learning. This approach is expected to lead to the development of new educational models that can

better support students’ needs.
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