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From Zokugo to Kogo (1)

Tosaku FuruTa

ABSTRACT

In Japanese today, spoken language is referred to as kdgo and written lan-
guage as bungo. The usage of these terms was originated by the Japanese gram-
marians of the Meiji era. Prior to that, in the Edo period, zokugo and zokugen
were used rather than k0go. As the zoku in zokugo and zokugen connoted ‘‘ vulgar ;
not elegant; not refined ', scholars in those days were expected to use Chinese
words and classical Japanese words in their writing, thus avoiding the use of
spoken language, zokugo or zokugen. Those ‘‘scholarly words’ were called
kabun no go (words of literature) or gago (elegant words).

However, in the middle of the Edo period some scholars began recognizing
the worth of zokugo. ARAI Hakuseki, for instance, emphasized that there existed
both gago and zokugo in every dialect in all ages. KAMO Mabuchi pointed out
that there was a distinction in spoken Japanese between zokugo (vulgar words)
and tsunegoto (commonly used words).
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ZOKU-GEN, Y7 # v, & or Zoku-Go, Y%7 =, n. The common, or vulgar
dialect, such as is spoken by the common people; not the learned, elegant
or refined language of scholars.
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ZOKUGEN V' 7 4 {85 n. The common, or vulgar dialect; the common
colloquial or spoken language.

Zokuco Y7 = {&#F n.The common colloquial or spoken language.

GAGEN H4#v HEE n. (miyabi kotoba) Correct ; genteel or classical langua-
ge, or word.
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