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Does Robot Think ?

Kohichi(Shakkoh) Itom

ABSTRACT

A new type of physicalism, called functionalism, has prevailed in the philoso-
phy of mind. They maintain that some physical or chemical processes in brain
have a function in the cognitive system of brain, and this functional system can be
simulated by a computer. This type of physicalism is thought to be a revised version
of the older ‘‘ mind-brain identity theory ’, which failed to show the alleged identity
empirically because of the lack of the suitable bridge concept between neuro-
physical brain processes and occurrences of mental events. So they seem to hope
‘“function "’ to bridge those conceps and enable them to reduce mental events to
physical ones.

But this revised physicalism also seems to have a certain assumption that is
inevitable to formulate their very assertion. It is that a machine can be said
‘“ doing an action’’ in the same sense as a man. So it is the matter how we
evaluate the expression ‘‘a machine is doing an action’’. This essay intends to
analyze this assumption and suggest that it comes from a semantical mistake,
especially from confusion of action and movement.
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