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Childlikeness in Old Age

Kaoru HosHr

ABSTRACT

Childlike behavior associated with aging is usually a phenomenon seen in a
negative light. The retrogression of intellect and personality in senile dementia
patients is certainly behind this. Also, the frequent childlike quarreling by non-senile
elderlies in rest homes is another indicator of the negative side of childlikeness.
However, when we measured the level of achievement motivation in healthy elderlies,
enthusiastic about life, it became obvious that they demonstrated almost no achieve-
ment motivation, as it is measured for young people. This seems to indicate that this
“zest for life” in elders is different from that in young people ; it is not aimed at the
future nor based on a long-term perspective, but appears to stem instead from an
ability to enjoy the present to the fullest. Perhaps this brightness and enjoyment of the
present comes through as childlikeness. Futhermore, when this type of childlikeness is
tied to the expressive abilities, perhaps a beauty and aliveness similar to but different
from that of children is created. Examples of this which can be cited are Grandma
Moses and Yaeko Nogami. They both lived to a ripe old age and their independent
and active engagement in creative activities was probably related to the full display
of the childlikeness (in a positive sense) in them.
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