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The difference between Japanese and English
articles of Minakata Kumagusu

Kaoru HOSHI, Hitoshi UNDO

ABSTRACT

Minakata Kumagusu was famous as a botanist and a folklorist. In this
paper, we discussed the reason why his articles of folklore written in Japanese
was not logical compared to his English ones. We concluded that Japanese lan-
guage in his days apparently lacked the vocabularies and the styles to represent
western ideas and logics. He could not present his academic achievement fully
in Japanese language, so that he did it mainly in English and wrote only arrays
of his massive knowledges in Japanese language.
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